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if you are now engaged to somebody^ you ^met by moonlight

alone long ago, before you saw the Christian Mission, make
a bargain before you marry them that they shall dress neatly
and scripturally, as becometh godliness, and so appear as fit
helpmates for men who preach the gospel of Christ.

The reference in this letter to the good Ix>rd Shaftesbury
raises the question of how far William Booth was assisted
at this time by the sympathy and patronage of powerful
people. With the exception of Mr, Samuel Morley it may
be safely said that the Christian Mission had few friends
among the influential classes. The Booths were helped by
such of their private friends as Mr, and Mrs, Hillups, by
the brothers John and Richard (Jory, by Mr, Henry Reed
of Tunbridge Wells, and by other rich people whose
acquaintance they had made in the provinces. But the
governing classes knew little, if anything, of thin strange
work; and the religious papers took every care to prevent
any knowledge of the Christian Mission from reaching their
particular constituencies. In spite of the success of the
Mission in East London, reports rarely appeared in the
religious papers of this extraordinary portent in the re-
ligious world. The Booths were isolated The great world
knew nothing of the Mission. Mrs* Booth was talked alxwt
by many fashionable and thoughtful people* and when she
held meetings in their own quarter of the town they were
willing, even anxious, to go and hear her; but the real
work of the Booths, the great work of William Booth, in
particular, had so far only earned among powerful people
the encouragement and support of Samuel Morley,

Of the shifts to which William Booth was often put, let
the following extract speak, an extract from one of his
letters, written in 1878:

... I severely sprained my ankle, and then a snowstorm,
such as had not occurred for years, rendered travelling cliffi*
cult, Through that storm 1 had to go to Suncierlann. No
cab nor conveyance could be had, and so ! used such carriage
as came to hand. I commenced the journey on the stalwart
shoulders of a brother, then was glad to rest on some straw
in the bottom of a milk cart, and before I reached my quarters
at Middlesboro' that night, 1 was thankful to accept toe serv-
ice of a wheel-barrow/